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Stories from the Field

Project Escuelas: Caught in the crossfire

Textbooks donated by Project Escuelas almost did not reach the hands of these 
teachers from Magsaysay Elementary School in Basilan. 

Internal conflict between the military and rebel groups erupted as the books were 
being transported, forcing PBSP to take alternate routes and modes of delivery. 

8:1

Eight pupils used to share an old book. Project Escuelas provided a total of 1,797 
new textbooks benefiting 1,198 pupils from Magsaysay ES, and Datu Sailala ES 
in Maguindanao. Seatmates now share new textbooks for Reading, English, Math, 
and Science.

Not one left behind

Of the 632 pupils in Magsaysay ES, 233 were assessed as non-readers or frustrated 
readers.  PBSP complements the donated books with supplemental reading, PTCA 
training, and other support activities. PBSP and the donors’ objective is to improve 
the learning environment at Magsaysay ES and other schools reached by the project.  
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Foundation Updates

Together, we hope the children’s educational performance improves, and that not 
one of those children is ever left behind.

You can make a difference

Project Escuelas’ donations from St. Scholastica’s Alumnae Association, St. 
Scholastica’s College Class ’67, 12th Festival of Trees, Michael Maffia through 
the United Way International, Jujac Marketing, and the Perez-Rubio family were 
mobilized by Mindy Perez-Rubio.
  
How can you help?…donate school supplies…slippers or shoes or bags help…we 
love books…classrooms are badly needed…some have school toilets, but there’s 
no water! ….teachers need tools for teaching…volunteer hands can repaint school 
walls…many walk to school on an empty stomach, in-school feeding is a good way to 
start the day…..forward this PBSP newsbytes issue to your family and friends…. 

INTERNATIONAL

Payatas rag-bag business is world’s best and brightest

Rotterdam, Netherlands – Rags to Riches (RIIR), whose bags are produced by 
women from Payatas, stole the spotlight from 32 finalists in the International Business 
in Development (BiD) Challenge. 

RIIR president Rev. Xavier Alpasa, SJ, received the grant of Euro 20,000, which 
he explains could help 300 Payatas dumpsite women-weavers. RIIR represented 
the Philippines together with the Echostore boutique after winning the Philippine leg 
of the BiD Challenge. Before RIIR came to help, the women used to weave rugs 
and potholders which earned them less than P10 a piece. 

Since PBSP organized the BiD Challenge in the Philippines in 2005, Filipino 
entrepreneurs have won the top prizes, including the student category award for a 
pineapple fiber business in Camarines Norte. 

Together with partners, PBSP member-companies SGV & Co., Citi, Shell, Nestlé 
Philippines, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Sun*Star, and Cebu Daily News provided 
additional support to the BiD Challenge. 

NATIONAL

PBSP approves P256M for new projects

More than 256 Million Pesos will be used by PBSP to support 53 new projects. 
The PBSP Board of Trustees and regional executive committees approved the 
disbursement of the funds for PBSP’s poverty reduction projects. The amount 
represents project approvals from October 2008 to February 2009.
 
Bulk of the funds were sourced from grants from the USAID (tuberculosis control), 
the Spanish government (maternal and child care, education), and the International 
Youth Foundation (education). PBSP members’ unrestricted contributions provided 
counterpart funding.

>> top
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In January, PLDT and PBSP Chairman Manuel V Pangilinan called upon members 
for support. “Reducing poverty and achieving social development must not be set 
aside in the midst of a downturn,” MVP said.

Luzon

Bicol rehabilitation program to build schools, provide livelihood  

PBSP members, together with its Spanish partners, will expand support to victims 
of Typhoon Reming. 

The typhoon damaged 90% of classrooms in Bicol. In terms of livelihood, Bicolanos 
hardest hit were the abaca producers, coconut farmers and fisherfolk. 

The program will be implemented in four years. For 2009, PBSP will repair 13 
classrooms heavily damaged by the typhoon and provide livelihood support to 
8 municipalities. This will include the provision of bancas, livestock and abaca 
production equipment. To improve farm yield, farmers will undergo training on 
Integrated Farming Systems developed by PBSP’s Center for Rural Technology 
Development (CRTD).

Fifty-six percent (56%) of the costs will be funded by the Spanish government 
through the AECID, 13% by the Fundacion Humanismo y Democracia (H+D), 12% 
by the community in the form of ‘sweat equity” for school repairs, and 19% by PBSP 
members through their unrestricted membership contributions.

A menu that changes lives

Menu for the day: food for all, access to health services for the sick, green 
surroundings, brain food. 

Served on food trays by Delifrance staff, the event’s unusual “menu” came out as 
a brochure in the shape of a yellow plate, to the delight of about 50 representatives 
from businesses and civil society present. 

Edgar Chua, Shell companies in the Philippines Country Chairman and PBSP 
trustee, offered business colleagues a “menu of social programs” to help the country 
step out of poverty. 

In support of the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), PBSP organized the 
launch of the Menu of Social Programs, a reader-friendly guide listing programs that 
companies could support to help reduce poverty, address health concerns, protect 
the environment, and provide access to quality education.

Renaud Meyer, UNDP Country Director, spoke for the first time to PBSP members 
and guests. Meyer emphasized the important role of businesses in helping achieve 
the MDGs. SM Supermalls represented by Annie Garcia was the gracious host.

Related news: http://www.undp.org.ph/?link=news&news_id=182. 
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http://www.undp.org.ph/?link=news&news_id=182
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Visayas

Guinsaugon landslide survivors get new livelihood center

The Sug-angon Homeowners Association received a livelihood center under PBSP’s 
Southern Leyte Rehabilitation Program. 

PBSP member-companies have been supporting the surviving families of the tragic 
landslide which buried 900 people in 2006. PBSP developed the rehabilitation plan 
for Guinsaugon, and helped evacuees and survivors start anew through assistance 
in access to basic services, education, and income-generating projects. 

The Angelo King Foundation funded the livelihood center. 

Mindanao

34,000 women to benefit from improved health care

UNDP reports that 162 maternal deaths occur in every 100,000 live births in the 
Philippines. 

In response, PBSP will implement a three-year program that will improve access 
to maternal and child health care, safe motherhood and reproductive health 
services.

Agusan del Norte, where only 18% of pregnant women regularly visit the rural 
health facility, will benefit from the assistance. PBSP will improve health services, 
establish maternity and lying-in clinics, and train and mobilize health workers and 
the community. Domestic violence with women as victims will also be addressed.

PBSP members will shoulder 15% of the project cost through their unrestricted 
contributions. The community will put up 20%. The lion’s share of funding has been 
mobilized from the Spanish AECID and H+D. 
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Member Company Highlights

246 is the new number 

On its 38th year, PBSP reaches 246 with eight new member companies.  

The Hongkong Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited (HSBC), Cibo, Inc. and 
TSM Shipping (Philippines) formalized its commitment to corporate citizenship.  

M&H Food Corporation and Sagittarius Mines, Inc. also signed their commitment 
during the recent Breakfast Fellowship.

Cebu-based Espina, Perez-Espina & Associates, The Mayflower Inn, and Virginia 
Foods Incorporated were welcomed to the Foundation during the Visayas Annual 
Membership meeting last month. 
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PBSP is open to businesses from small enterprises to large corporations that wish 
to strengthen their CSR. 

The Foundation holds regular Breakfast Fellowships where interested companies 
may learn about how they can strategically give back to their communities. For 
more details, contact the Membership Development Unit at 527 3740, or email  
pbsp@pbsp.org.ph. 

Citi grant to benefit community-based enterprises

Citi approved a grant of US$30,000 through the United Way International to help 
create livelihood opportunities for 75 urban poor households under PBSP’s Strategic 
Private Sector Partnerships for Urban Poverty Reduction Program (STEP UP).

STEP UP is PBSP’s flagship urban poverty reduction program that is being 
implemented in 46 urban poor communities in 12 cities in Metro Manila.

The grant will be used to support the Community Enterprise Assistance Project 
(CEAP). CEAP will help develop and organize five community-based enterprises 
to become fully engaged in viable business activities.
		

SPED students enjoy P&Aralan Espesyal 

Children with special needs in Kapitbahayan Elementary School in Navotas now 
enjoy more exciting classes with P&Aralan Espesyal. 

P&Aralan Espesyal is a project of Punongbayan & Araullo Foundation which 
provided interactive classroom materials and equipment for Special Education 
(SPED) students.  The firm donated a television set, DVD and cassette players and 
educational CDs. The class was also given a white board, flash cards, storybooks, 
and other materials especially tailored for their needs. 

P&A Foundation has also reached out to other students in Kapitbahayan through 
supplemental feeding and educational assistance.  The feeding program has seen 
significant weight improvement in all of its 128 children-beneficiaries.  The project 
was implemented by PBSP. 

Young researcher takes pride in thesis as Pioneer Hi-Bred scholar 

When Mark Angelo Balendres was in college in Central Mindanao University, he had 
to make do with a thesis on radish.  A study on corn would be too expensive for him. 

But on his senior year as an agriculture major, Mark was chosen as one of Pioneer 
Hi-Bred’s scholars.  With the assistance, he pursued his original interest—a thesis 
on corn. 

Mark researched on what corn varieties can thrive in places heavily infested by 
bacteria. He wrote the thesis as a resource for farmers and those interested in 
planting and marketing corn. 

Mark graduated Cum Laude in BS Agriculture Major in Plant Pathology last year.  
He is now a University Research Associate in UP Los Baños at the Crop Science 
Cluster – Institute of Plant Breeding, Genetics Laboratory. 
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People2People

CSR Partner: Philam Foundation

Lamitan, Basilan - In a place where most students quit school after grade six, a 
Philam Foundation scholar encourages classmates to pursue higher education. 

“Let us dream dreams,” says Airine Francisco, Lamitan Elementary School’s 
salutatorian.
 
Airine is one of the 535 scholars of Philam Foundation under its Aid for Basilan 
Children (ABC) project. Philam’s ABC is an offshoot of the siege of Lamitan by 
ABU Sayyaf in 2001. Implemented by PBSP, ABC aims to help children affected 
by armed conflict. The scholars received school supplies, uniforms, shoes and 
education-related fees. Philam’s ABC is on its 7th year providing sustained support 
to 68 elementary pupils and 467 high school students.

New Donor: Western Union Foundation 

Local industries in the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) need 
workers with certain sets of skills and competencies.  
 
Bridging skills of graduates and the demands of ARMM industries, Western Union 
Foundation will bring together businesses and the academe to find practical 
solutions and plan actions to address the labor supply-demand gap. 

The CSR project will also help PBSP pilot its ARMM Workforce Development, 
which aims to address the high unemployment rate in ARMM, provide alternatives 
to migration, and support ARMM industries.

The young professional hopes to help poor farmers increase their yield and earn 
better through projects that would improve the country’s agriculture sector. 

Pioneer Hi-Bred’s scholarship grant is part of its program with PBSP, Alay 
Karunungan sa Maisan (AKSM). 
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Special Projects

A Better Life. Stories of Corporate Social Responsibility.

Coffee table book launch in July 2009. Sponsorship at P100,000 and P50,000. 
Closing date for sponsorship: March 31. Contact pbsp@pbsp.org.ph.
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On your Calendar

To SUBSCRIBE to PBSP NEWSBYTES, send a blank email with the word SUBSCRIBE in the subject line to pbsp@pbsp.org.ph. 

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email with the word UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line to pbsp@pbsp.org.ph. 

Send your comments or suggestions to pbsp@pbsp.org.ph. 
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Makati City, March 31
Give in to Giving. Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf Art Auction
White Space/Manila Contemporary, Pasong Tamo Extension
Portion of proceeds will support PBSP’s health project for Payatas children. 
 
Mactan-Olango Island, April 18
2nd Olango Challenge: Six-kilometer swim-for-a-cause
Proceeds will fund a classroom for the children of Olango.
http://olangochallenge.wordpress.com/

Makati City, April 21
Business and Peace Program
Launch of Publications and Recognition of Partners
The International Business Leaders Forum (UK) will grace the occasion 
supported by the UK Embassy. 

Iloilo, April 24
Balik-Baterya Iloilo Launch and
Iloilo Rehabilitation Program Donors’ Visit

Guimaras, April 25
Guimaras Rehabilitation Program Donors’ Visit  

NATIONWIDE, May 18-23
Brigada Eskwela
Help public schools prepare for the next school year. For details, please call 
5273740-42.

BOHOL, June 5
Balik-Baterya Bohol Launch

CEBU, June 27
Annual Hillyland Reforestation Caravan Kick-off


